THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350-1000

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the

NAVY CROSS to

FIRST LIEUTENANT BRIAN R. CHONTOSH
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For extraordinary heroism as Combined Anti-Armor Platoon
Commander, Weapons Company, 3 Battalion, 5™ Marines, 1% Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force in support of Operation IRAQI
FREEDOM on 25 March 2003. While leading his platoon north on Highway
T toward Ad Diwaniyah, First Lieutenant Chontosh’s platoon moved
into a coordinated ambush of mortars, rocket propelled grenades, and
automatic weapons fire. With coalition tanks blocking the road
ahead, he realized his platoon was caught in a kill zone. He had his
driver move the vehicle through a breach along his flank, where he
was immediately taken under fire from an entrenched machine gun.
Without hesitation, First Lieutenant Chontosh ordered the driver to
advance directly at the enemy position enabling his .50 caliber

‘machine gunner to silence the enemy. He then directed his driver

into the enemy trench, where he exited his vehicle and began to
clear the trench with an M16A2 service rifle and 9 millimeter
pistol. His ammunition depleted, First Lieutenant Chontosh, with
complete disregard for his safety, twice picked up discarded enemy
rifles and continued his ferocious attack. When a Marine following
him found an enemy rocket propelled grenade launcher, First
ILieutenant Chontosh used it to destroy yet another group of enemy
soldiers. When his audacious attack ended, he had cleared over 200
meters of the enemy trench, killing more than 20 enemy soldiers and
wounding several others. By his outstanding display of decisive

leadership, unlimited courage in the face of heavy enemy fire, and

utmost devotion to duty, First Lieutenant Chontosh reflected great
credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine
Corps and the United States Naval Service.

_For the President,

' Secretary oi{fﬁj Navy —
: ' T~




THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350-1000

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the
NAVY CROSS to

LANCE CORPORAL JOSEPH B. PEREZ
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For extraordinary heroism as Rifleman, Company I, 3d Battalion,
5% Marines, 1% Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force in
support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM on 4 April 2003 While clearing
near Route 6 during the advance into Baghdad, 1*° Platoon came under
intense enemy fire. As the point man for the lead squad and the most
exposed member of the platoon, Lance Corporal Perez came under the
majority of these fires. Without hesitation, he continuously
employed his M16A4 rifle to destroy the enemy while calmly directing
accurate fires for his squad. He led the charge down a trench
destroying the enemy and while closing and under tremendous enemy
fire, threw a grenade into a trench that the enemy was occupying.
While under a heavy volume of fire, Lance Corporal Perez fired an
AT-4 rocket into a machine gun bunker, completely destroying it and
killing four enemy personnel. His actions enabled the squad to
maneuver safely to the enemy position and seize it. In an effort to
link up with 3d Platoon on his platoon’s left flank, Lance Corporal
Perez continued to destroy enemy combatants with precision rifle
fire. As he worked his way to the left, he was hit by enemy fire,
sustaining gunshot wounds to his torso and shoulder. Despite being
seriously injured, Lance Corporal Perez directed the squad to take
cover and gave the squad accurate fire direction to the enemy that
enabled the squad to reorganize and destroy the enemy. By his
outstanding display of decisive leadership, unlimited courage in the
face of heavy enemy fire, and utmost devotion to duty, Lance
Corporal Perez reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the
highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval
Service.




The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LANCE CORPORAL ARMAND E. MCCORMICK
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy while serving
as Rifleman, Combined Anti-Armor Platoon, Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marines, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, on 25 March 2003, in
support of Operation IRAQlI FREEDOM. Lance Corporal McCormick exhibited
exceptional bravery when the lead elements of his battalion were ambushed with
mortars, rocket propelled grenades, and automatic weapons fire. Under heavy fire, he
fearlessly drove his lightly armored vehicle directly at an enemy machine gun position
and purposely crashed it into an occupied trench line. With the initial breach of the
enemy defense now gained for his unit, he sprang from the vehicle and began
assaulting down the berm and ambush line with two Marines. Taking direct fire, and
outnumbered, he pressed forward firing his M9 pistol at enemy forces. Moving through
the trench he repeatedly came under enemy fire, each time calmly taking well-aimed
shots. As the group ran low on ammunition, he collected enemy rifles and a rocket
propelled grenade and continued to press the attack forward several hundred meters.
As a follow on company began to make their entrance into the berm, he returned to his
vehicle and backed it out of the trench. Lance Corporal McCormick's courageous and
boldly aggressive actions greatly reduced the enemy's ability to inflict casualties on the
rest of his battalion. By his bold leadership, wise judgment, and complete dedication to
duty, Lance Corporal McCormick reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the
highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LANCE CORPORAL ROBERT P. KERMAN
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy while serving as
Rifleman, Combined Anti-Armor Platoon, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine
Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, on 25 March 2003, in support of Operation
IRAQI FREEDOM. Lance Corporal Kerman exhibited exceptional bravery when the lead
elements of the battalion were ambushed with mortars, rocket propelled grenade, and
automatic weapons fire. As the vehicle he was traveling in drove directly into machine
gun fire and into a trench line, Lance Corporal Kerman sprang from the vehicle and
began assaulting down the enemy occupied trench with two other Marines. As enemy
soldiers fired at him, he fearlessly plunged towards them firing his M16 with lethal
accuracy. Continuing to move through the trench he repeatedly came under enemy fire.
Each time he would calmly occupy a steady firing position and take well-aimed shots
that had devastating effects on the enemy. As the group ran out of ammunition, they
pressed forward 200 to 300 meters utilizing captured enemy AK-47s. Lance Corporal
Kerman showed no regard for his own personal safety, and his actions directly
contributed to the successful outcome of the engagement. By his bold leadership, wise
judgment, and complete dedication to duty, Lance Corporal Kerman reflected great
credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the
United States Naval Service.




